


Kazuo Ishiguro

Born: 

8 November 1954, Japan

Moved to England 1960

Roles: 

Novelist, short story writer, 

screen writer

Acclaim: nominated four times for the Booker prize 

Knighted – 2018 Queen's Birthday Honours List

50 Greatest British Novelists since 1945 (Times)



novels

• A Pale View of Hills (1982)

• An Artist of the Floating World (1986) *

• The Remains of the Day (1989) WON

• The Unconsoled (1995) 

• When we were Orphans (2000) *

• Never Let Me Go (2005) *

• The Buried Giant (2015)

WON – Booker Prize
* - Listed for the Booker Prize



A writer for our uncertain times

The world is in a very uncertain moment and I would hope 
all the Nobel prizes would be a force for something 

positive in the world as it is at the moment. […]

I'll be deeply moved if I could in some way be part of some 
sort of climate this year in contributing to some sort of 

positive atmosphere at a very uncertain time



Lingering novels

• Humans:

hopelessly flawed

self-deception

vulnerable



Remains of the Day

Past served Lord Darlington  professional pride
Present serves an American master  'banter'

Dawning realisation: wasted life
Lord Darlington fascist sympathies

 Nurtures capacity to feel for flawed humans

Narrator: Stevens, a butler
Shifts past & present: Darlington Hall



Never Let Me Go

• Kathy H – narrator 
(carer)

• Recalls idyllic childhood 
at Hailsham

• Slow revelation cloning 
scheme

• Fate = series of donations

• Confrontations:

+ What makes humans 
inhumane?

+ Relation btwn art & ethics



role of art I

• Honour for artworks to be selected for 'the 
gallery'

• Artworks collected to determine if clones have 
souls

• Long history art being used to deny people the 
status of being human

• Early 20thC: English lit's role: " to delight and 
instruct us, but also, and above all, to save our 
souls and heal the state"



role of art II

• Reader's disappointment with Kathy:

- too docile & accepting unheroic

 shifting of blame

• Cloning scheme:

certain lives should be sacrificed for others

maxim of our uncertain times?



Why denied human status?

"However, uncomfortable people were about your 
existence, their overwhelming concern was that their own 
children, their spouses, their parents, their friends, did not 
die from cancer, motor neurone disease, heart disease. So 
for a long time you were kept in the shadows, and people 
did their best not to think about you. And if  they did, they 
tried to convince themselves you weren't really like us. 
That you were less than human, so it didn't matter" (240)

Crippling ethical paradox: care for our nearest & dearest 
that leads to failures of  kindness



A writer for our uncertain times

• Exposes capacity for self-deception & wilful ignorance

• Art:

+ can awaken our empathy

+ render cruelty more palatable 

 complicit with the very practices that we abhor 

 too willing to sacrifice the lives of  others



Remains of the Day

"Lord Darlington wasn't a bad man. At least he had the privilege
of being able to say at the end of his life that he made his own
mistakes. He chose a certain path in life, it proved to be a 
misguided one, but there, he chose it, he can say that at least.
As for myself, I cannot even claim that" (255-6)

Banality of evil– Hannah Arendt

"The evening's the best part of the day" (256)
Renewed determination to learn the art of banter
Empathy requires spending time with another 


